DANIEL: STORIES AND VISIONS BY RAY FOWLER
STUDY GUIDE

Chapter 6 — "The Big Tree" (Daniel 4:1-37)

"Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and
all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble." — Daniel 4:37

PART I: UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT

1. A Letter to the Nations

Daniel 4 is uniquely written as a personal testimony and open letter from Nebuchadnezzar to all
nations. How does his description of God as the "Most High" and ruler of an eternal kingdom
contrast with his proud, defiant attitude back in Chapter 3 (Dan. 4:1—3)?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

2. The Vision of the Fallen Tree

How does Nebuchadnezzar describe the massive tree in his dream, and what instructions are given
by the heavenly messenger (Dan. 4:9—17)? What was signified by chopping down the tree while
leaving the stump bound with iron and bronze?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

3. Daniel's Interpretation

Why was Daniel so deeply shaken before interpreting the dream, and what clear explanation did he
give the king regarding the identity of the tree, its cutting down, and the preserved stump (Dan.
4:19—26)?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

4. A Plea for Repentance
What urgent, compassionate counsel did Daniel give King Nebuchadnezzar in verse 27, and what
specific sins did he urge the king to turn away from by showing mercy to the oppressed?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

5. Humbled and Restored
How was the dream fulfilled twelve months later as the king boasted from his palace roof (Dan.
4:28-33), and what turning point finally led to his sanity and throne being restored (Dan. 4:34—-37)?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS
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PART II: APPLYING THE MATERIAL

6. The Easy Way vs. the Hard Way

We often face a choice between learning the easy way (submitting to God willingly) or learning the
hard way (resisting Him until we are humbled). In what ways do people today choose the hard way
when God attempts to redirect their lives?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

7. Guarding Against Spiritual Pride

Even after twelve months of God's patience, Nebuchadnezzar fell back into pride with his "three fatal
I's" ("I built... by my power... for my glory"). In what areas of life are you most tempted to take credit
for blessings that God enabled?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

8. The Folly of Self-Sovereignty

Refusing to acknowledge God when every breath and blessing comes from Him is a form of spiritual
madness. How does keeping God at the absolute center of your thoughts guard you against pride
and self-centered living?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

9. Trusting the King of Heaven

Daniel 4 contains the only occurrence in all of Scripture where God is called "the King of heaven."
How does knowing that God holds supreme sovereignty over all earthly rulers give you peace during
times of national or global instability?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

10. Walking in Christlike Humility

Daniel 4:17 notes that God places "the lowliest of men" over human kingdoms—pointing ahead to
Jesus, who humbled Himself to establish an eternal kingdom. How does Christ's example challenge
you to walk in humility and serve others this week?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS
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