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DANIEL:  STORIES AND V IS IONS BY RAY FOWLER
STUDY GUIDE

Chapter 4 — "Four Kingdoms and a Rock" (Daniel 2:24-49)

"In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left
to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever." —

Daniel 2:44

PART I: UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT

1. Claiming Credit vs. Giving Praise
Contrast the attitude and actions of Arioch the commander with those of Daniel when approaching
King Nebuchadnezzar. How did Arioch attempt to claim credit, and how did Daniel give praise to
God (Dan. 2:24–30)?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

2. The Great Statue Described
What four metals made up the massive statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, and what happens when
the mysterious stone strikes its feet (Dan. 2:31–35)?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

3. Identifying the Four Kingdoms
Who does Daniel identify as the head of gold, and how do the remaining metals represent the
succession of world empires that followed (Dan. 2:36–43)?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

4. The Unshakable Rock
What does the rock cut out without human hands represent, and what makes God’s coming kingdom
so completely different from every human empire that came before it (Dan. 2:44–45)?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

5. Nebuchadnezzar’s Reaction and Promotion
How does Nebuchadnezzar react once the mystery is solved, what remarkable confession does he
make about the God of Israel, and how are Daniel and his friends rewarded (Dan. 2:46–49)?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS
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PART II: APPLYING THE MATERIAL

6. Deflecting Glory to God
When praised by the most powerful man in the world, Daniel immediately deflected credit away
from himself and gave all glory to God. When you experience success or receive praise for your
abilities, how can you practice redirecting that honor back to the Lord?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

7. Trusting God’s Sovereign Control Over History
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream reminds us that even the greatest world powers are temporary and under
God's ultimate control. When headlines or political instability stir up anxiety, how does resting in
God's sovereignty bring peace back to your heart?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

8. Living as Citizens of the Unshakable Kingdom
The stone in Daniel’s vision grows into a mountain that fills the entire earth, outlasting every human
kingdom. What are some practical ways you can invest your time and resources in God’s eternal
kingdom rather than temporary earthly pursuits?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

9. Remembering the Ultimate Superiority of Christ
The giant statue looked indestructible, yet a single strike from the Rock brought it tumbling down.
How does the certainty of Christ’s final victory help you face the pressures and challenges of daily
life with confidence?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS

10. Elevating Others as You Are Blessed
As soon as Daniel was promoted to high office, he used his influence to make sure his three friends
were lifted up alongside him. How can you use the opportunities, position, or resources God has
given you to support and encourage other believers?

NOTES & REFLECTIONS


